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April 1, 2008, US 

congressional hearings
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Law & virtual worlds

~ñFew questions concerning human society have 
been answered (..) by serious thinkers in so many 
diverse, strange, and even paradoxical ways as the 
question óWhat is law?ôò.
}H.L.A. Hart (1961), The concept of law

~ñIf you ask ten people who participate in virtual 
worlds to tell you what a virtual world is, you will 
get ten different answers.ò
}B.T. Duranske (2008), Virtual Law: Navigating the Legal 

Landscape of Virtual Worlds
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Virtual worlds

}Avatar

}24/7, persistent

}Social element

~MMORPG : Massive Multi-player Online Role 
Playing Game

}Game element

~MUVE: Multi User Virtual Environments

}Creation element
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3D virtual world

~In three dimensional virtual worlds 

}humans use 

}virtual identities called avatars 

}to socially interact

~Some examples (a picture tellsé)



15-10-10

Order Without Law ïVirtual 

worlds 11

~The extension of your senses enable that 
your perception extend from real to virtual.

Furke, 1650

Oculus Imaginationis
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~The Buddhism calls a theory that the real 
world is an illusion, and reverse. 

~In the Hinduism exists a divine and a 
imaginary world (Maya). 

~Also in China, Egypt, Greece, Mexico and 
Peru traces are found of imagined rituals.
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Golden Cartoon Ages

~Between 1939 en 1959 
(Batman, Spiderman, 
Troopers) Comics are 
popular in USA, UK and 
Hongkong. From 1990 
also on TV. They were 
written around ñorderò. 
Now Comics are popular 
in Arabic and Asian 
countries, with feminine 
intention.
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A Tool to Emancipation

http://suprfile.com/
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1981: Shigeru Miyamoto (Nintendo) Donkey 

Kong, Super Mario e.a.
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Development of ôworldsõ
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World of Warcraft
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Lineage II
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Habbo hotel



15-10-10

Order Without Law ïVirtual 

worlds 36

E-commerce regulation on 

information requirements

~How to fulfil information requirements in a 
virtual world that may closely resemble the 
real, physical world, but is still an electronic 
environment. 

~The rationale of these regulations is to 
bridge the gap between the online world 
and the physical world. E.g. reveal your 
physical identity and location.
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